. 47 S. 7. SL 
/— 7e 
On the Important Duty of Subjettion to the 


Civil Powers. 


PREACHED- AT 
HEXHAM, in Northumberland, . 
- On Sunvar, April 12, 1761. | 

_- bee 
Unhappy INSURRECTION there. 


To which is prefixed, 
An AurRHREN TIC ACCOUNT of the 
INSURRECTION. 


6 


By WILLIAM TOTTON, M. A. 


Lecturer of HxX HAM, and formerly Fellow of St. John's 
College, CAMBRIDGE. 


eee —— 


Power is given THEM of the LonrD; and Sovereignty © 
frem the — Wis. vi. 3. 


NEWCASTLE: 


Printed by THOMAS SLACK, for J. 
FeaTHERSTONE, Hexham. 


LOND ON: 


Reprinted by J. LEWIS, in Sherborn-Lane, for 
M. DavenniLL, in Cornhill. 


Price ONE SHILLING. 


HIS MAIEST T“. 
1q een pu rr. b EUT N NANT OY 
4 1 A * 5 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
4 | For the COUNTY ee 


. 


| w* # 4 
* 
1 


Is moſt humbly Inſcribed, 


ae 
ns 
EY: 
a 8 5 * 
Their reſpectful 
1 * * 1 
. 5 \ 
* * 
AND -: $1 Yo 
* » W 4 4 


Obedient Servants 


THE AUTHOR, 


* 


The following LETT ER, ſent to the Author, 
and ſublcribed by. the greateſt Pare of the prin- 
cipal Inhabitants, is the beſt Apology he can 
make for this plain Diſcourſe appearing, after 


ſo excellent a one had been publiſned by Dr. 
_Baown. 
Fas HHT 10.44 
© Rev. Sir, 

Permit us, in our own Names, * thoſe of the 
whole Congregation. © to give you our ſincere 
Thanks for your Diſcourſe Yeſterqay i. which. hath 
male ſuch deep In en our Hearts, bur ur 
moſt earneſtly defire you to ow it; that the Doc- 
trines therein Inculcate, may bebe an univerſal 
Influence; which nw; in Sand be Degree, 
| oblig e, bes a 


Sir, 


Vour moſt obedient, 


Hexham, Monday, 
April 13, 1761. . 


Humble Servants, 
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To 1ER Ea 2 205 


Worthy Pariſhioners of Kate, 
My dear good Friends, * 1 bY: 


' LOOK upon the kind aid 4 
ſal Approbation, with which 
You have fayoured this Diſcourſe, 
to be as much an Honour, as it is a 
Satisfaction to me; for which 1 de- 
fire you to accept. my; grateful Ac- 
knowledgments: And as you have, 
oblging a Man- 
ſigniſied your Deſire of ſeeing 
jb RY I have complied with 


4 — Requeſt ; which, yn” I 


muſt own, You put it out of my 
Power to refuſe. ö 


I heartily pray God it may be 
attended with thoſe beneficial Ef- 
fects, which You ſeem, by Your 


Let- 


Cs) 
Letter, to entertain ſo much Hopes 
of; and if it ſhould be inſtrumental 
in bringing any to a juſt Senſe of 
the great Nuty inculcated therein, 
and a religious Obſervance of it for 
the future, ny Pleaſure would be 
greatly heightened, by the Happi- 
neſs, J am ſenſible, you would re- 
ceive Yourſelves, | 


Wir my earneſt Wiſhes for 
Your preſent Felicity, as well as 
eternal WsLrarm, which it will al- 
ways be a peculiar Joy to me to pro- 
mote, I remain, 

Worthy Sirs, 
Your ever faithful and affeftionate Friend, 
And obliged bumble Servant, 


WILLIAM TOTTON;. 


. 

The following may be relied on, as an authentic Account 
of the late INSURRECTION, and is, with Dr. Brown's 
| Leave, copied from that which was prefixed to his ex- 
cellent Diſcourſe upon the ſame Occaſion. 


N Monday the gth of March, 1761, the Deperys 
Lieutenants and Juſtices of the Peace, acting for 
Tindale Ward, in the County of Northumberland, met at 
Hexham, to receive Liſts from the Conſtables, of the 
Perſons in that Ward liable to ſerve in the Militia: And 
having been previouſly informed, that a great Number 
of Perſons were determined to aſſemble in a riotous 
Manner, to prevent ſuch Liſts being delivered in, 2 
Detachment of ix Companies from the two Battalions 
of Yorkfrire Militia, quartered at Newcaſtle, was, at the 
Requeſt of the Deputy-Lieutenants and Juſtices, or- 
dered by Col. Duncombe from Newcaſtle to Hexham, un- 
der the Command of Major Crewe. On the Day of 
Meeting, they were drawn up in the Market-Place, and 
formed three Sides of a Hollow-Square, the Town-Hall 
forming the Fourth : And Notice was ſent round the- 
Town by the Bellman, defiring the Inhabitants to keep 
within Doors, as it was feared there would be a Neceſ- 
ſity of repelling Force by Force. From Ten till about 
Eleven o' Clock in the Forenoon, the Rioters came in, 
to the Number of at leaſt Five Thouſand, armed with 
Piſtols, Clubs, and other Weapons ; they ſurrounded 
the Militta, who werein Number about two hundred 
and forty. And although the Deputy-Lieutenants and 
Juſtices received and heard Petitions from ſeveral of 
them (all tending to have the Militia-Laws ſuſpended, 
and not put into Execution) and did a# that was in 
their Power to convince them of their Error, and in- 
duce them and their Aſſociates to diſperſe, yet they 
| con- 


KH 


contemptuouſly continued together in the moſt daring 
and infolent Manner; repeatedly declaring, that if their 
Requeſt was not granted, they would murder the Ma- 
giſtrates ; offering large Bribes to the Militia, if they 
would lay dowa their Arms ; and, by Turns, infulting 
and threatening them in the moſt audacious Manner : 
Notwithſtanding which, the greateſt Lenity was ſhewn 
them, and the Militia continued under Arms, till after 
One o'Clock. The Rioters ſtill continuing obſtinate, 
and preſſing on all Sides, up to the very Bayonets of 
the Men, with the moſt deſperate Threats of Deſtruc- 
tion, under an imagined Security of their not daring 
to fire, the Proclamation in the Riot Ad was read: Soon 
after this, the Rioters attempted to break the Ranks of 
the Militia, that they might come at the Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants and Juſtices. One of them killed Enſign Hart, 
with a Shot from a Piſtol, before the Militia gave 
their Fire : A Party of the Rioters then broke into the 
Ranks; on which the Magiſtrates, ſeeing themſelves 


and the Militia on the Point of Deſtruction, or- 


dered the Fire to be given. This was accordingly 
done; and a conſiderable Number of the Rioters were 
killed and wounded : This giving a Check to the Fury 
of the Rioters, they fled and were diſperſed. The 
Officers immediately gave Order for the Firing to ceaſe; 
which Order was obeyed without Delay, tho' not with- 
out Reluctance, the private Men being greatly exaſpera- 
ted by the repeated Inſults which they had received, 
Hap the Fire been given much ſooner, the Juſtices 
and Deputy-Lieutenants might have been accuſed of a 


Want of Tenderneſs to their Fellow-Subjefts : Had it 2 


been defer'd a few Minutes longer, à general Maſſacre 
muſt have enſued, 


A 


| 
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S ER M ON, Se. 


St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans, Chap. XIII. 
Verſes 1ſt; and 2d. 


Let every Soul be ſubject unto the kicker: 
Powers. For there is no Power but of 
Gop ; the Powers that be, are ordained 
of GoD. 


Whoſoever therefore reſiteth the Power, re- 


"= ſSifteth the Ordinance of Gop ;” and they . 
1 that refit, ſhall receive to e 

1 Damnation. | 
7 HAVE been led to the Choice of this 


particular Subject, by that truly melan- 
choly, and afflicting Event which we have 
lately had the Mifery to behold ; and which 
cannot but have left the deepeſt Impreſſions 
* B | of 
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10 On the IMPORTANT 


of Concern and Compaſſion uponevery Mind: 
And I am perſuaded, that every one who 
feels the leaſt Regard for the Welfare, and 
Happineſs of his Country, and the Peace, 
and Comfort of his Fellow-Subje&s, and 
Countrymen, will look upon it as highly 
proper, and ſeaſonable at this Time. 


For who can reflet upon ſo many 


wretched, and unthinking Men, thus madly. 
attempting to ſubvert the Laws of the King- 


dom; thus inconſiderately involving Friends, 
Relations and Neighbours, in the moſt dire- 
ful Calamity: and fooliſhly bringing upon 


themſelves Deſtruction here, and Damnation 


hereafter; Who can look upon ſo deplo- 
rable a Scene, without feeling the moſt ear- 
neſt Deſires, that every ſuch raſh and miſ- 
guided Perſon could be made duly ſenſible 
of the dreadful Impiety of fo daring and 
wicked an Action, as well as of the certain 


Miſery that muſt inevitably be the Conſes : 


* 


quence? 


FE 
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F E w, indeed, are capable of diſcerning the 
Beauty and Excellence of that amiable Tem- 
per of Mind, which diſpoſes every good and 
virtuous Perſon, to delight in univerſal Har- 

mony, Peace, and good Order ; and to exert 
their heartieſt Endeavours to promote, and 
maintain them. But tho' many may be in- 
ſenſible of the Greatneſs, and Dignity of ſuch 
a Character; or never conſider, how venera- 
ble it is in the Eyes of Men, and how lovely 
in the Sight of Gop; yet every Man may 
fully underſtand, what infinite Hazard they 
are expoſed to, who venture to indalge a 
4 reſtleſs, and turbulent Diſpoſition, and ſuffer 
1 it to break out into any ſuch wild and law- 
1 leſs Attempts, as that fatal and deſperate one, 


of which we have lately ſeen the diſmal 
Effects. 


Ir is poſſible this alarming Conſideration 
may prevail with ſome Perſons, when every 
other more laudable Motive fails of its proper 
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12 On tbeIMYORTANT 


Influence; and it is to be hoped, that a Sight 
of their Danger may bring them to a Senſe of 
their Duty. 


WIr x this View I have ſingled out the 


Words of the Text for the Subject of our 


preſent Meditation: And though I have the 
Pleaſure to think I am ſpeaking before thoſe 
who ſtand not in Need of the Admonitions 


they contain; yet, I thought it not improper 


for us to conſider the ſeveral Arguments 
which enforce this great Duty here enjoined ; 
that we may not only be preſerved ſtedfaſt in 

our Obedience to it ourſelves ; but may = 
able to convince others of the Danger, as 
well as Error of their Ways; and keep them, 
for the future, in the Paths of Duty and Al- 
legiance, from which they have lately fo un- 
happily wandered, 


7 


Lo v cannot but obſerve then, in the firſt 
Place, that this important Duty of Subjection 
to lawful Authority, is one plain and princi- 


pal 


D r of $U'B/JEC'TION: 13 


pal Doctrine of Chriſtianity. It is here deli- 
vered to the World by an inſpired Apoſtle of 
CRRIST; by Him, whom our Lo RD, in a 
Viſion to Ananias, honours with the diſtin- 
guiſhing Title, of ** a choſen Veſſel to Him. 
4 ſelf.” He it is, who, thus commiſſioned 
.from above, gives us, in the Name of the 
moſt high Go p, this ſolemn Command in the 
Words of the Text; to which we are, all of 
us, both High and Low, Rich and Poor, 
Wiſe and Ignorant, indiſpenſably obliged to 
pay the higheſt Reverence and Regard ; and 
no Rank nor Station in Life, can poſſibly 
exempt any one from the ſtricteſt Obedience 
to it: For, it is directed to all Men in gene- 
ral, without any Exception Let Every Soul 
be ſubject to the higher Power:;—and it comes 
to us, by the AUTHoRITY of the ſame Gop 
AND SAVIOUR, who has given us every other 
Precept that we meet with in Holy Scripture :— 
It comes to us from that Sovereign LoRD oF 
ALL LoxDs, wHost Name we have the 
Honour to bear; wx osE Subjects we pro- 
feſs 
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14 On the IMPORTANT 


feſs ourſelves at preſent; and wos E eternal 
Kingdom. we hope to become Inheritors of 
hereafter. Till Men, therefore, have renounced 
CHnR1sT, and apoſtatized from His Religion; 
—till they have diſowned His Sovereignty, 
and Dominion over them, and given up all 


Expectations of future Happineſs from H1s 


Favour ; they muſt acknowledge themſelves 
bound, by the ſtrongeſt Ties, both of Inte- 
reſt and Gratitude, to comply with this ſa- 
cred Injunction, no leſs than with every other 
Command of His Divins GosPEL. 


Bu T we may ſtill further judge of the 


ſingular Importance of this Duty enjoined us 
in the Text, from the remarkable Streſs laid 


upon it by the great Apoſtle in ſeveral other 
of his Epiſtles. When he is delivering his 


Apoſtolical Injunctions to Titus, and inſtruct- 


ing him in the ſeveral Branches of his Duty 
as a Miniſter of CHRIS r, he gives it him in 
Charge, in a very ſolemn Manner, to put Men 
in Mind, to be ſubject to Principalities, and 

Pou- 


3 


Dor r of SUBJECT ION. " 


Powers ; | to obey MAGISTRATES ; fo ſpeał 

Evil of ie no Man; to be no Brawlers, but gen- 
tle ; ſhewing all Meekneſs to all Men. Theſe 
Things, ſays he, I will that thou affirm con- 
flantly ; that they which have believed in Gop, 
that is, they who have acknowledged the 
Truth of that Revelation H x has made us in 
the Goſpel, might be careful to maintain good 


Works : Theſe Things are good and profcadis 
unto Men. 


AND in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, he 
carries this Reſpect and Reverence for the 
Powers that are lawfully ſet over us, to a 
ſtill greater Height; making it our Duty, not 
only to be ſubje& unto them; but to implo 
the Favour of Heaven upon them; and the 
divine Bleſſing on their Endeavours, for the 
public Happineſs, and Tranquillity. I exhore 


F, of all, fays the Apoſtle, that Supplice- 


tions, Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of 4 
Thanks be made for all Men: For Kinos, 
and FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY : 
That 
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16 On the IMPORTANT: 


That. we may ad a quiet, and peaceable 

Life, in all Godlinsſs and Honeſty: For 
this is good, and acceptable in the 9 of Goo 
aur CANOES. 


Jupp oy in yourſelves; my be- 
loved Brethren, and beſeech others, -in the 
Name of Gop, to conſider, how dreadful a 
Breach of this Duty they muſt be guilty of, 
who inſtead of praying for the Safety of our 
Governors and Protectors, preſume to threaten 
their ſacred Perſons with Violence, to whom 
Gop has commanded us to pay the higheſt 
Veneration, becauſe they derive their Autbo- 5 
rity from HI. 
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Ap this leads me to a ſecond very ma- 
terial Argumeht ariſing from the Words of 
the Text, which ſtrongly enforces this Duty, 
and to which it becomes every one ſeriouſly 
to attend ; for ſurely nothing ſhould more 
fully convince us of our Obligation to pay 
the moſt ready Obedience to this Precept of 
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Dor Y SUuBjJECTLION, 17 
Chriſtianity, than the ſolemn Reaſon vrhich 
the Apoſtle has immediately ſubjoined: Lee 
every Soul be fubject to the bigher Powers: 

for there is no Power but of GOD: tbe 
Powers that be, are ordained of Gop. ; 


"Had this Precept been delivered to Man- 


kind without pointing out to them, at the 


ſame Time, this particular awful Sanction; 
yet even then our Obſervance of it would 
have remained indiſpenſable : For when GoD 
commands, Man is to obey.—TH AT Go, 
from wHom we have received Life, and 
Breath, and all Things; and to wnoM we 
are indebted for every Comfort, and Bleſſing 


we enjoy, —THarT Gop, upon wHoM 


ALONE we are tb depend to all Eternity, and 


by wo out unalterable Fate is to be final 


ly determined: This great, and adorable 
Be1NG has an uncontroulable Right over Hig 
dependent Creatures, to lay upon them what- 
ever Commands His Wispox ſees proper 
for them; without being obliged to ſatisfy 
6 them 
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18 On the IMPORTANT, 
them of the. Reaſons for ſuch His Sovereign 


Will and Pleaſure. | But in the Caſe before 


zus, you cannot but take Notice, in how very 
different a Manner Gop has been pleaſed to 


deal with us: For while He: gives us this 
Command by His holy Apoſtle, HE graciouſ- 
17 condeſcends to inform us of thoſe weighty 
Reaſons upon which the Duty is founded, 

'and which would be moſt likely to engage us 
in a religious Obſervance of it. 


Wr are commanded, bobs Sub- 


ject to the higher Powers ; becauſe the Autho- 
rity they are inveſted with, is from Hz ave : 
The Powers that be, are ordained of Gop !— 


They are Gop's Vieegerents upon Earth; 


and Inſtruments in the hand of His PRovi- 


-DENCE, for carrying on the grand Purpaſes | 
of Protection and Government ; and for ſecu- 


: oy the Peace and Happmgof Mankind. 


Ay though, indeed, they are ſometimes un- 
pi obliged, through the Perverſeneſs, = 
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Dury SUB fTSeT Io. 19 
Wiekedneſs that is in the World, to become 
UN WILLING , Avengers, to execute Wrath uþ=. 
en every one that doth Evil; yet are they, in 
general, the Mmifters of Gop to us for Good 3 
and for. the Praiſe, and Reward of them that 


3 de well. | TC X 
b Was it not for this neceſſary PowER 
3 which had been committed to them by the 
Lo ALMIGUTY, every Thing muſt ſoon be in- 
1 volved in the moſt dreadful Anarchy, and 
1 Confuſion. Every Man' 8 own Will would 


then be his Law; and no Language can 
fully deſcribe thoſe various Scenes of. Miſery 
and Horror which would continually ariſe. 
before us, from the diſcordant Paſſions, and, 
divided. Intereſts of Mankind. But Gop,. 
in Hig infinite Goodneſs, has provided a na- 
tural Security againſt all theſe Miſchiefs, in 
thoſe different Ranks, and Orders of Men, 
which His Wiſdom has thought proper 
ſhould ſubſiſt in the World: And in Which 
{ome are allotted to govern, and others obliged 
to 


29: | On the IN o KR T ANT 


to obey; z that ſo the Happineſs of the whole 
Community might the more effectually be 
preſerved. And upon theſe GvarDians of 
the public. and general Welfare, G0 has 
been pleaſed to confer a divine Authority; 


to render their Perfons, as well as Ordinances, | 


* 
* 


che more /acred and venerable. 


* 
ce 
* 


Tr is by him therefore, chat Kings reign, 


and Pringes decree Fuſtice: By Him Princes 
rule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of the 
Earth: And as it is very beautifully expreſſed 


in the Book of Wiſdom, PowER 15 given them 


of the L o R D; and Sovereig 11 from the 
His beſt. To the Truth of this important 
Point, we have a greater than Solomon bearing 
T eſtimony ; ; even our bleſſed Saviour himſelf; 
WH o, when Pilote was boaſting of that 
Power he had o oyer Hi IM, either to crucify or 
to releaſe Him, puts] him in Mind from whence 
he had r. received his, Authority ; and gives him 
wis mild apd a Anſwer, 74 hou could 
3 ; "" have 
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DuTyY. & SUBJECTIQON.,. 2 


bave no Power at all againſt me, except it 
were given thee from ABOVE. 


Hymn we = $9 "RY the Mouth of our 


REDEEMER HIMSELF, whence is derived 


that Dignity and Sacredneſs, which belongs to 
thoſe who are inveſted with any public Power 
and Office. — Here we behold the Gon of 
the Univerſe ſubmitting to that ſupreme Aut ho- 
rity He HIMSs ELF had conferred: upon Man; 
and acknowledging the Reverence due to that 
very Power, which was. thortly to pronounce 
the Sentence of Deathagainit HII. 


B u r we have a fill more / friking ys” 1. 


Rate Inſtance of Submiſſion "= Rejpett to 
the Civil Powers, which our Bleſſed Loxn, 


upon another Occaſion, condeſcends to ſhew 


and which highly deſerves. every one's ſerious 
Attention and Regard.—lt is recorded by the 


Evangeliſt St. Matthew,, in the 17th Chapter 
of his Goſpel, chat when our Lon as-come 


. Sure, they wha yeceiued the Tribute 
"— 


* 
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Money, which was required of every Jew 
above the age of twenty, demanded of St. 
Peter, whether his Mas r ER intended to 


pay it. St. Peter very readily engages for his 


LoxrD's willing and chearful Compliance; as 
he well knew how exact, he had ever been, in 
His O&/ervance of every civil, as well as religi- 
ous Duty : But when he came into the Houle, 


to inform his MASTER of this Demand: 
our Bleſſed SAviouR, by an eaſy Similitude, 
leads him to underſtand, that he had been too 
haſty in his Promiſes for HIM: For ſurely, 


if the Children of earthly Princes coutd plead 


a2 Freedom from paying any Cuſtom, or Tri- 
bute, (as appeared by his own Reply to the 
Queſtion our Lo R D had propoſed) much 


more reaſonably might HE be exempted from 


it, who was HiMsELF the Loxp of all 
Things; and the Sox of that heavenly 
Kix, for the Service of wnosz Temple 
this particular Tribute was paid. But not- 
withſtanding our Lox D might have 0 


; claimed 
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claimed this Privilege, and Exemption; yet, 
you ſee, Hz willingly declines it; and, ft, 
we ſhould offend them, ſays Hx to the Apoſtle, 
go thou to the Sea, and caſt an Hook, and take 
up the Fiſh that firſt cometh up; and when thou 
haſt opened his Mouth, thou ſhalt find a Piece 
o, Money; that take, and give unto them for 
Me and for thee What Condeſcenſion was 
this in the Son of Gop !—Who but muſt be 
ſtruck with Admiration at this amazing In- 
ſtance of Goodneſs, in thus vouchſafing to 
work a Miracle, rather than not fatisfy the 
Demands of public Authority; leſt by refu- 
ſing Compliance HIMsELT, he might coun- 
tenance others in Diſobedience and Rebel- 
hon ! And who is there that will preſume to 
offer Infult to the Powers that are in Autho- 
rity, or ſhew the leaſt Reſiſtance, when he 
conſiders how remarkably our LORD was 
pleaſed to honour them, by expreſſing the mot 
cautious” Rear of diſpleaſing them, and thus 
wonderfully providing n giving wy 22 
inc? 


997 
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II order, therefore, to guard Men from in- 
_ curring the Guilt of ſo heinous a Crime, let 
us, in the third Place; briefly conſider the 
dreadful Conſequentes that muſt attend it. 
This the Apoſtle gives us in theſe few, but 


- 


&wful WorDs, They that refit; ſhall Fecerve 
#0 themſelves DM NATION: Not only Con- 


demnation in this World, but eternal Vengeance 


in the Life to come. And here again, 


cannot but obſefve the great Importance of this 
Duty of Subjection, from that tender Care 


which the Goodneſs of Gop has taken to ſe- 
cute our Obedience to it. Some Precepts ate 
delivered to us, without any particular Intima- 
tion of the Puniſhment attending our Neglect: 


But this was a Matter of ſo much Conſe- 
quence to the general Comfort and Happi- 


neſs of the World, that the Divine Wiſdom 
thought it neceſſary for us, while we read the 

- facred Injunt7ion; to have before our Eyes that 
Futiire Miſery. which muſt follow the Viola- 


tion of it: So that, if the Love of Gop, and 


Ree 


Duty off Susjrction. 23 
Reverence for His Commands, ſhould fail to 
produce this becoming Submiſfion, a Regard for 
our owh EVERLASTING InTERRFT w_ 
poſſibly prevail. 


Gop has, therefore, been pleaſed, by His 
holy Apoſtle, to pronounce the Sentence of 
inevitable Perdition upon all thoſe who refuſe 
Jubjection to lawful Power and Authority; 
as, hereby, they not only ſhew the higheſt 
Contempt of His poſitive Command, but do 
all in their Power to obſtruct the gracious De- 
ſigns of His Providence for the Good and 
Welfare of Mankind. So- that upon calm 
Conſideration, every one muſt acknowledge 
there cannot poſſibly be offered a greater In- 
ſult to Almighty God, than thus contemp- 
tuoufly to diſregard His Will, and deſpiſe thoſe 
ſacred Powers whom Hz has ordained and 
appointed to carry on the beſt and nobleſt Pur- 
poſes i in the World: And what Wonder then 
is it, that ſo terrible a Portion is reſerved in 


Store for every fuch ee O 
fender? 
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fender 2—Gop is repreſented in Scripture ag 
the Gop of Prack, and Lover of Concord: 
And we are for this Reaſon commanded, in 
another Place, 70 follow Peace with all Men, 
becauſe without this, no Man ſhall ſee the 
LorD.- Every one, therefore, ſhall hereafter 
be baniſhed from His Preſence, and Glory, 
who dares to diſturb, in the leaſt Degree, that 
Peace and Harmony; or endeavours, in any if 
Reſpect, to deſtroy that good Order and Go- 4 
vernment, which it is the Intention of Hza- I 
VEN thould be ſupported in the World. s 
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BuT though we were not able to aſſign any ; 
particular Reaſon for this ſevere Judgment 1 
mentioned in the Text; yet ought it to be a 1 
ſufficient Warning to every rebellious Sinner, A 
to find how poſitively it is there denounced : = 
For what Gop has ſo ſolemnly anat. He 9 
will moſt a ſuredly ag LV i 
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TAESE then are the principal Reaſons 
which enforce the Duty enjoined, by the A- WW 
poſtle; 
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poſtle: But there are ſeveral others, which, if 
duly attended to, cannot but add conſidera- 
ble Weight to the Arguments already offered, 
and which I ſhall, therefore, beg Leave briefly 
to mention. 


LET it be confidered then, that Reſſtance 
to that lawful Power and Authority which 
Gop hath ſet over us, can never pofli- 
bly be Productive of any Thing but the II. 
eft Uproar, and moſt univerſal Confuſion : 
And, in the End, can never fail of being at- 
tended with the moſt ſhocking and diſmal 
Effects. 4; 


Or this we have lately ſeen a dreadful 
and melancholy Proof: and Gop only 
knows, what worſe Conſequences might have 
enſued, had they not been happily prevented 
by the good Conduct of thoſe brave Mx, 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves as remarkably 
by their Humanity, as by the VALOUR 
they ſhewed on that trying Occafion.—To 

their 


28 On tbe Id TORTANT 7 
| their Courage and Intrepidity will ever be * bk 
our warmeſt Gratitude and Thanks : Which, 
bleſſed be Gop, gave ſo timely a Check to = 
the deſperate Fury of thoſe raſh Men who 6 
were engaged in that execrable Attempt ;— x 
And to their Humanity, theſe very Men muſt - 
ever acknowledge themſelves obliged ; which 4 
bore ſo long, and patiently, their repeated, 
and exaſperated Inſults ; and treated them = 
afterwards with greater Lenity than they x 
could reaſonably expect ;—for, where one fell, 4 
treaty might have ſuffered. 3 
5 L every one learn, dor from the | 3 
fatal Experience of that miſerable Day, that 2B 
Outrage and Violence can never anſwer any 9 
other End, but to ſpread Slaughter and PD. 
ſelation around us; and to introduce the moſt ' 6 
wretched Scenes of Myery and Diftrefe. 7 
Let them conſider further, how impoſſible it 7 
is that any Good can ever be brought about 48 
by ſach wicked Means: And that, tho ſome 
may only meet the Ruin their Raſhneſs has 
oo fought, 
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ſought, yet many others muſt unavaidebly. bay 
come Partakers in the Calamity, Wi _ 
never Partners in the Crime. 


f 


1 THE - Confide ration, therefore, of the tre 
= _/ent Mifortunes, in which many of their Fel- 
— low-creatures muſt be involved, as well as the 
1 future Deftrufion ta which others are ex- 
poſed, by ſuch daring Acts of Rebellion; will 


naturally reſtrain every Man from uniting ia 
them,. who has the leaſt Spark of = Yay 


and eng remaining in his Breaſt, 


«| ANOTHE 1 Motive, which cannot but 
k 1 have great Weight with every generous Mind, 
is the Reflection, that, every the leaſt Inſult of- 
3 fered to Magiſtrates and Governors, is an Act 
3 of the baſe Ingratitud: againſt HOSE, who 
. are, under Gop, our PRoTECTQRS, and 


9 GUARDIANS ; not only from foreign Ene- 

F mies, but from every domeſtic Poe. To 
1 THEM we owe our Security from all that nu- 
merous Train of Miſchiefs to which we ſhould 
be 


F 
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be daily liable, from the Corruption and 
Wickedneſs of the World, if under no Re- 
ſtraint from human Laws, and unawed by 
proper Authority To THEM are we in- 
debted for the ſafe and comfortable Enjoy- 
ment of all the Bleſſings of private Life; and 
all the Advantages we derive from civil So- 
ciety Were there not ſome who would 
take upon them the arduous Buſineſs of pub- 
lic Government, the Execution of Laws, and 4 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice, how would Vice 1 
and Iniquity every where triumph! and what 
muſt become of the Welfare and Tranquil- 
lity of every Individual, were Men left at 
full Liberty to plan their malicious Schemes 
againſt them, and knew they could /afely ex- 
ecute them whenever they pleaſed? What 
muſt become of the general Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of the whole Community, when Fraud 
and Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and Violence, with 
every other Crime that is inj urious to Society, 
might be perpetrated with Impunity, and with- 
out Controul? How infinitely then are we o- 
bliged 
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bliged to thoſe Perſons who willingly under - 
take ſo important a Truſt; and by whoſe 
Care, Abilities, and Vigilance theſe Evils are 
prevented, and the public Felicity preſerved ? 
And how very enormous, and ſhocking is the 
Offence, when in the Diſcharge of their la- 
borious Office, they are treated with Inſolence, 
inſtead of Honour, and meet with Thane 
_ inſtead of Thanks! 2 


r 


Bur laftly, There is one 1 1 hang 
further to make, and which ought to have a 
peculiar Force with the People of this Land, 
in leading them chearfully to that Subjection, 
which is repreſented in the Text, as the com- 
mon Duty of all Men. — I would beg Leave 
to obſerve therefore, that for an Engli/bman 
to oppoſe the Laws of his Country, is an 
Inſtance of the higheſt Folly, and Contra- 
diction we can conceive: For ſuch is the An- 
gular EXCELLENCE: of our happy Conſtitu- 
tion, that the Laws to which our Obedience 
is required, are, in Reality, no other than 
#10) what 
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what we ourſelves have been partly concerned 


in * 


hed Men muſt know it is impoſſible for 
2 bel Nation to meet together for this im- 
pottaht Work; and, every one, I believe 
will acknowledge, that were they fo aſſem- 
bled, very few would be found capable of 
carrying it on: For, as the wiſe Son of Sirac 
very juſtly obſerves, How can he get Wiſdom 
that boldeth the Plough, and that g/orteth in 


#e Goat; that driveth Ouen, and is occupied 


in their Labours ; and whoſe Talk is of Bul- 
locks ? They ſhall not be fought for in the pub- 
tie Council; nor fit high in the Congregation ; 
they cannot fit in the Fudges Seat, nor under- 
fand the Sentence of Judgment. Since, there- 


fore, we cannot all be prefent in this Great 


Council of the Nation, wherein the weighty 
Buſinefs' of public Government is tranſacted, 
We have rbis peculiar PrIvittpGe, and a 
glorious One it ts, of appointing ſuch Per- 
ſons, in whoſe Abilities, Underſtanding, and 

Ine 
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Integrity, we think we may ſafely confide, 
to appear or us, in that auguſt Aſſembly; and 
who are, upon that Account, "ry properly 
ſtiled our Repreſentativfe. 


IN Conſequence then of rhis Choice, whic 


we have the Liberty to make; and that ul! 


Power we voluntarily give into their Hands, 


we not only yield our Conſent before-hond to 


whatever Laws they may judge it expedient 
to enact; but may be ju/tly faid to have had 


a Principal Share in enacting them our/elves ; 3 


in as much as they are framed by their Wil- 
dom, and eſtabliſhed by their Authority, ka 
we have appointed for that very Purpoſe. 


So that every Man, of the moſt coma 
Underſtanding, if he will allow himſelf a 
Moment's Reflection, may eaſily ſee how 
peculiarly it is the Duty of every BRI TON, 
to ſubmit to the Laws of his Land; and, how 
aſtoniſbing an Abſurdity it muſt appear to all 
the World, if ever we refuſe. 4 e 
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Hoy happy would Millions think them- 
ſelves t this Hour, who know no other Law 


than the imperious Will of ſome arbitrary 


Prince could they change Situations with us, 
and taſte the fingular Bleſſing we enjoy, in 


being governed by the Laws, we ourſelves 


have made !—Let us take Care, we ſet a due 


Value upon this ineſimable Priviledge ; leſt, 


if we flight theſe difingui/hing Marks of 
Gop's Eavour, and diſturb that excellent 
Form of Government which His Providence 
Has ſo long preſerved among us, H may be 


provoked to deprive us of it, and bring upon 
us the Miſery which ſuch Ingratitude would 


deſerve. 


I SHALL now briefly ſum up what has 


been ſaid in this Diſcourſe, that we may ſee 
how many, and powerful, are the Arguments 
we are ſurniſhed with, to engage us in a ſted- 
faſt Obſervance of this Duty, and enable us 


to convince others of their indiſpenſable Ob- 


| ligations to practiſe it. 
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You find, then, it is a Duty which is 
guarded from Violation by all the moſt ſacred 
and awful Sanctions that could poſſibly be 
thought of; and bound upon us by every 
Tie, civil, moral, and divine.—The Pe 


and Tranquillity of our Fellow- Subjects and 
Countrymen demand our Obedience to it 
The Well-being and Happineſs of Society, 


in general, and the Comfort and Felicity of 
our dear Relations, Friends, and Neighbours; 
in particular, depend upon it: And without 
our conſcientious Performance of it, an uni- 
verſal Scene of Confuſion muſt ſoon prevail; 
and all be involved Py in the deopelh 
Cons and Horror. et ac 


L T all "6k Perſons, therefore, wha 
dare to think of engaging in any Act of Res 
bellion and Diſobedience, be entreated to 
contemplate, a little, thoſe various and horrible 
Miſeries they will unavoidably occaſion ; and 
tbat may poſſibly deter ti em tom, it! 
bu them liſten to the Cries of the diſcopſoy 
late 
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late Widow ;behold the Tears of the TER 
leſs Orphan; and, conſider, how they will 
be able to endure che ſad Upbraidings of thoſe 
miſerable Mourners, who may juſtly take up A 4 

againſt them the Lamentation of the Prophet 3 
Feremiah : Ts it nothing to you, all ye that 9 
Pp hs by © Behold, and fee, if there be any 3 
Sorrow like . unto our Sorraw; which your 7 
| Rathnels, and Iniquity have brought upon us! 


__ 


Bur particularly let them remember, that 
the Blood which is ſhed by their Means, will 
hereafter be required at their Hands, and that 
every one of thoſe unhappy Souls, who ſhall | 
be brought to an untimely End, through their 1 
evil. Counſels and wicked Inſtigations, and ſent 3 
into another World with all their Sins about | 
them, will riſe up in Judgment againſt them 
at the laſt Day, and call for tenfold V. engeance 
on their devoted Heads. 


Lr them be farther put in | Mind, that 


OM to thoſe Who afford us a peaceful 
Secu- 
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gecutity from every Hl, ſhould engage us in 
a ſteady Adherence to this Duty, at all Times, 
and upon every Occaſion : Should lead us to 
return Obedience for Protection, and repay 
the kind Fxertion of their Abilities and En- 
deavours for the public Happineſs, with the 
eaſy Tribute of Reverence and Affection. 


BuT ſome Men may have neither Huma- 
nity, nor Generoſity enough in their Tempers 
to be affected by ſuch Confiderations as theſe, 


To them, therefore, we muſt open the 
ſacred Page, (which, perhaps, they have never 
before looked into) and point out the folemn 
and poſitive Command of Gop enforcing this 
great Duty; and though they may not regard 
an earthly Potentate, yet, ſurely, they will ſtand 
in Awe of the MAJESTY of Hrzaven: Or, 
as Holl V Jos emphatically puts the Queſtion, 
ſhall not His ExCELLENCY make them 
afraid ? and ſhall not His DREAD fall upon 


en 2 —dhew them, moreover, the F oun- 
dation 
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dation upon which the Reaſonableneſs of this 
Duty is ſupported. Tell them, that Obedi- 


ence to the civil Powers is required of us, 


not only becauſe Gop has commanded it; 
but given us alſo this very ſolemn Reaſon, 
enforcing that Command—rhat they were 


inſtituted, and ordained by HIMSELF.—When 


they read, therefore, that there is No POWER 
but of God, beſeech them ſeriouſly to conſi- 
der how deteſtable Hey muſt render them- 
ſelves in his Sight, who inſtead of ſubmitting 
to every Ordinance of Man fer the Lok p's 
Sake, (as we are taught by another Apoſtle is our 
bounden Duty,) DARE to riſe up themſelves, 
and compel others to unite with them, in Op- 
poſition to any Law that has been legally 


eſtabliſhed ; or to oh ruõt the MinisTeRs of 


Juſtice in the Execution of that 4/gh Office 


they are ev/iged, by Oath, to diſcharge; and 


which has been derived to them from the 
Authority of the ALMIGHTY HIMSELF. 


Nornixe, one would think, could ſo 
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eſtectually ſtrengthen our Obligation to the 
Duty of Subjection, as this ſingle Conſidera- 
tion, that whoſoever reſteth the Power, refiſt- 
eth the ORDINANCE of Gop; and, that every 
ſuch wicked and deſperate Attempt, as what 
we have lately ſeen and lamented, is not only 


| Treaſon againſt an earthly Sovereign, but Re- 


b-llion againſt the moſt iH Gov. 


As a farther Motive to this Duty, and be. 
cauſe Example is more prevailing than Precept, 
bid them turn their Eyes upon the meek and 
bleſſed JIysus, and behold HIM in that gra- 
cious and condeſcending Act of Submiſſion, 
I mentioned in the former Part of this Dif- 
courſe.—Aſk them, if they are not ſenſible, 


that He who could feed five thouſand Men, 


with a few Loaves and Fiſhes, could have 
ſupported Millions with the ſame Eaſe, to 
have protected Him from the Reſentment of 


the civil Powers, if He had thought fit to 


have made the J/zaft Oppoſition ? But inſtead 
of ſhewing Reſiſtance, we behold Him here 
man1- 
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manifeſting the moſt tender Concern and Regard 
for the Support of their Authority; and by that 
miraculous Method HE took to pay Obedience 
to it, convincing Mankind of the Neceſſity 


and Importance of this great Duty. 


SHALL Man, then, preſume to refuſe that 
Submiſſion which G op Himſelf has thus 


condeſcended to pay ?—This amiable Pattern 


we have before us in the Perſon of our great 
REDEEMER, ought to have an irreſiſtible 
Influence upon ALL who call themſelves by 


His Name; and was, no Doubt, intended 
for our Imitation by that gracious BRING, 


who came from HEAVEN, with this peculiar 
Deſign, to leave us an EXAMPLE that we 
might follow H1s Steps. | 


FROM what had been Gaid, theſe unhappy 


Men may be able to judge of the amazing 
 Sinfulneſs of that horrid and cruel Deſign they 


were lately concerned in, which was height- 


ned 
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ned by every Circumſtance of the moſt com- 
plicated and dreadful Guilt: For the more va- 
rious and powerful the Motives are, which en- 
force any Duty, ſo much more aggravated will 
be the Crime, which leads us to break through 

them. Ohl beſeech them, therefore, in the 
pathetic Words of St. Peter, to repent of this 

their Wickedneſs and pray God, if perhapr 
the Thought of their Heart may be forgiven 

them. This Repentance and Contrition, if 
accompanied with future Obedience, may not 
only procure them Pardon at an earthly Tri- 

bunal ; but when they come to ſtand before 
the Judgment Seat of CHRIST, will be one 

Means of their obtaining Mercy from the 

LoRD in that Day, and eſcaping the Vengeance 
which will otherwiſe fall upon them. And 

this leads me to the laſt Motive, we nave, to 

enforce their Obſervance of this Chriſtian Du- 

ty enjoined in the Text; the Conſideration of 


that eternal Miſery denounced againſt thoſe 
n neger! it. 5 
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Ir Men have no Love for their Country; 
if they have no Regard for the Peace and Hap- 
pineſs of thoſe around them ; if they have 
neither Humanity, nor Compaſſion ; neither 
Gratitude, nor Generoſity in their Breaſts ; 
if they have no Veneration for their Kine, 
nor Reverence for the beſt Conſtitution in the 


„World; yet they muſt have ſome Affection 
for themſelves: And though they may deſpiſe 


the Commands of Gop, and the Example of 
a SAVIOUR, yet they cannot diſregard their 


own everlaſting Welſare. This Motive, then, 
may poſſibiy bring them to Repentance, and a 


better Mind; when every other has failed of 
its Influence: And let us not omit inceſſantly, 


and 7mportunately to urge it upon them.— 


Warm then of the certain Perdition they muſt 
inevitably bring upon themſelyes ; and exhort 


them to conſider in Time, how fearful a Thing 


it is to fall into the Hands of the Living 


Gop !—Tell them, our Gop is 4 conſuming 
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Fire; and able to deſtroy both Body and Soul 
for ever: And bid them, therefore, remember, 
that though they may eſcape from the Sword 
of Juſtice in this Life, they CANNOT eſcape 
the DAM NATION of Hell, 


May the good Grace of Gop preſerve us 
at all Times from falling into the like Crime, 
that we may never incur ſo dreadful a Con- 
demnation ! And as we, of this Nation, are pe- 
culiarly bleſſed with a very amiable MONARCH, 
who was not only born among us, but has 
declared from the Throne, that HE glories in 
the Name of a BRITON; and who has graci- 
ouſly given us his Royar, PrRoMiIsE, that the 

Felicity of His PEOPLE ſhall ever be His prin- 

cipal Care; let it be our perpetual Study and 

| Delight, by every Means in our Power, and 
particularly by all dutiful Submiſſion to HIM, 

and THOSE whom HE ſhall ſet over us, to 

render His Reign as peaceful and happy to 

our affeftionate SOVEREIGN, as he will en- 
deavour to make it to his grateful Subjects. 
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So ſhall we ſecure the Bleffings of Hr A- 
vEN on Ourſelves and our Poſterity; and 


whenever we are removed out of this trou- 
bleſome World, ſhall become Members of that 


bleſſed Kingdom, where univerſal Peace and 
Love, and uninterrupted Concord and Har- 
mony, will reign for ever and ever. 


Fr x 


2 3 
4 Mrs 


2 Sy 


— 


